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Program 
 

1.  Air from Orchestral Suite III (BWV 1068)           Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750) 

            arranged by Leen ’t Hart 

 

2.  From Serenade II       Ronald Barnes (1927-1997) 

  Ballade  

  Burlesca 

 

3.  Victimae paschali laudes             Roy Hamlin Johnson (b. 1929) 

 

4.  Tree Modes               Amy Michelle Black (b. 1971) 

  Japanese Flowering Quince 

  Weeping Willow 

  Southern Magnolia  

 

5.  Two American carillon classics 

  Lament and Alleluia               Alice Gomez (b. 1960) 

  Soliloquy             Jean Miller (1916-1964) 

  

6.  Two Preludes on Appalachian White Spirituals   Ronald Barnes (1927-1997) 

  Tranquility 

  Harvest Field 

 

7.  Variations on “Die alder soetste Jesus”        Sally Slade Warner (1932-2009) 

 

        

Each section will be announced by the tolling of a single bell 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Program notes 

 

1. Although Bach calls for trumpets, timpani, and oboes as well as strings in the course of his third 

Orchestral Suite, the second movement “Air” was written for strings and continuo alone. Perhaps this 

inspired August Wilhelmj’s 19th century arrangement of the piece for solo violin and string orchestra or 

keyboard, which has come to be known as “Air on the G String” and has been made famous in its own 

right by many performances and adaptations for brass and wind as well as other string soloists. 

 

2. As carillonneur of the University of Kansas, Washington National Cathedral, and UC Berkeley, and 

as an extremely popular carillon composer, Ronald Barnes helped define a distinctive North American 

carillon playing style and repertoire. His “Serenade II”, a six-movement suite, was written for the 

carillon of Bok Tower Gardens in Lake Wales, Florida and dedicated to longtime Bok Tower 

carillonneur Milford Myhre. It’s an excellent example of Barnes’s essentially Romantic, tuneful style. 

 

3. The original Victimae paschali laudes, believed to have been written by Wipo of Burgundy in the 

11th century, is a medieval chant or hymn intended as part of the Easter Sunday liturgy. As might be 

expected for a sequence still in active religious use, its (extant) settings date from the 12th century to the 

present day. In this rather free arrangement, Roy Hamlin Johnson takes advantage both of the carillon’s 

wide dynamic range and of bells’ natural affinity for minor thirds in chords. 

 

4. In 1995, “Tree Modes” won the first carillon composition contest organized by Iowa State University. 

As the title suggests, each of its three movements is based on a different mode of the diatonic major 

scale. 

 

5. Though not herself a carillon player, Alice Gomez is a San Antonio-based composer who has written 

about fifteen works for carillon. “Lament and Alleluia” opens with a slow, pensive “lament” and moves 

to a lively, rhythmically driven “alleluia” that reflects Gomez’s background as percussionist. 

 

Jean Miller had wide-ranging interests in music, languages, and anthropology; she became interested in 

composing for carillon through conversations with Johan Franco. “Soliloquy” is strongly chromatic and 

melodic and to me gives the impression of someone thinking out loud. 

 

6. Barnes’s settings of classical and folk tunes for carillon are at least as well known and played as his 

original compositions. These arrangements of “Tranquility” and “Harvest Field” are part of a collection 

of 14 Preludes on Appalachian White Spirituals. However, most of the melodies are known under 

several different names and may have originated far from the Appalachians. 

 

7. Sally Slade Warner was carillonneur at St. Stephens in Cohasset for nearly thirty years, and her many 

arrangements of hymns, folk tunes, and popular songs remain staples of the North American carillon 

literature. She wrote these five variations on a Dutch folk song to fulfill a diploma requirement for the 

Royal Carillon School in Mechelen, Belgium. Each variation quotes a different hymn or chant tune as a 

countermelody to the embellished folk song theme. 

 



 

 

 

 

Margaret Pan began studying carillon in 2007 with Robin Austin at 

Princeton University and passed the carillonneur’s exam of the Guild of 

Carillonneurs in North America (GCNA) in 2008. In 2012 Margaret 

graduated from the Royal Carillon School in Mechelen, Belgium, where 

she studied with Eddy Marien, Koen Cosaert, and Erik Vandevoort. She 

also spent the autumn of 2015 as carillon fellow with Geert D’hollander 

at Bok Tower Gardens in Lake Wales, FL. She was a recitalist at the 

International Carillon Festival in Springfield, Illinois (2013) and the 

annual congress of the GCNA in Denver, Colorado (2014) and placed 

second and first respectively at carillon competitions in Groningen, the 

Netherlands (2012) and Springfield, IL (2017). Margaret now lives in 

Somerville, MA, and she is happy to be able to practice and play regularly 

at Cohasset and at Norwood. She also serves as juror on the GCNA exam 

committee. 

 

Margaret holds physics and astrophysics degrees from MIT and Caltech and is currently back at MIT 

doing research on planetary dynamics and planet formation in our and other solar systems.

     

************************************************************************************ 

 

A tour of the Tilton Memorial Carillon will be available after the concert.  Please meet at the front door 

(under the tower) or in the “far” parking lot behind the Town Hall, where many listeners park.  

 

For more information on carillons and the Art of the Carillon please visit the Guild of Carillonneurs in 

North America's web site at: www.gcna.org.   Information on the Carillon Summer Series can be found 

at: www.norwoodma.gov and then follow the link to Summer Concerts. 

 

Next week on August 12th, John Whiteside of St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church in Cohasset will perform 

the final recital in the Norwood Summer Carillon Series. 

 

************************************************************************************ 

  

Tonight's recital is made possible by the Town of Norwood, a generous gift from the family of Betsy 

Dobson, and by a special gift from the Norwood Women's Community Committee. 


